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Slmons Iawyers decide
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Am:rneysﬁx'm'l{;,&mms decld-

edmdaymot:topramt:nymdence &

.4n Simons’ tria) voafisidegree mur--
stemming trom the beat-.
“ing -death -of former Richmond City. .
Councilman 3 Edward Lawler.
_“Thomas P.Dollins, 2 defense attor- .-4
pey, announced) the surprise move af- |
ter his motionito strike t.heprosecu» i
tion's case-was~overruled by Judge |
WilliamE. SpmnmR:chmond Circuit !
Court, DivisiopIL ... - =5
Collins and Sunons other attomev,
.Larrv Pochucha,-had - -planned at one
‘point £o let_Sirnons, 26, and .a. co-
.defendant, Timothy N. Dickenson, 20,
‘testitv. The change in xiefensestrat&
gy occurred overnighf, i i
»  Iin moving tw smke‘lthe"prosecu‘
tion’s case, Collins argued that none
of the evidence put the murder weap-
o, a pair of Yffoot-long bolt-cutters,

- ‘Spain asked, “He : never had ‘the

weapon in his hands? What-difierence

goes that :make if -be was .acting in
«<concert with-ope or 1more other per-

i

|

“John was mttmg hirn-on ‘the bead,

- and 1 allered for him:tostop, stop,”

Simons .said on.a tape recording
played yesterday for the Jurfyhearmg
his case.

“Gaudet taped his Jan 1'1 guestion-
ing :of Simons shortly after .Gaudet
and other policemenarresied Simons,
a resident of Powhatan-County.

Tips from a state police informer
who was.told by Simons-of Lawler's
killing 3ed to the arrests of the defen-
dant, Ballard and two other ‘persons.

During 'his trial, Ballard insisted
that Simons put him -up.4o killing
Lawler,and told himto-keep beating

-the elderly ap ‘at his bome at 5011

-R:versnde Drive the night of Dec. 30.
-~ ‘Ballard, his 18-year-old sister, Jua-
mta, who knew Lawler, Simons and

;_

+7

-Simons'is ‘being tried underv‘trgm-e

' ia’s felopy-murder law on-charges:of.
" first-degree murder, breaking and en-
. teringand Tobbery. Under thislaw,if

a murder occurs during a felonysuch

‘ as:.a’robbery, -all taking part-in-the

Jeft ‘Tnoney daying around, and they -

were going'there to get money?”-

“Richmond Assistant Common-
wealth’'s” Attorney Warren-Von
‘Schuch,«countering the defense attor-
meys' arguments, argued -that, even |
though Simons did -pot kil .Lawler .
with the bolt-cutters, Simons'was act- ..
-ing -in -concert ‘with ‘17-vear-uld John
Robert Ballard, who confessed in his °

_ trial two weeks agotokﬂhng Lawler ’
- with thesbolt-cutters. -~ -

~““Ballard was conv:cied of first-de-

,,gneemurder :and is to be'sentenced

,June"le
~¥During the ﬁrst day of ~his tna] ‘

ysterday, Simons had hearq himself |

tell of going to Lawler’s home “to get

‘some money” the night Lawler was

beaten to death.
Simons also hstened sas ke told
Richmond Detective James'S. Gaudet

-of trying to stop Ballard from beating
‘the 74-year-old Lawler.toxeath

sons “when they figured an-old -man . robbery are equally guilty.

“Sheriff’s deputies escorted all four

defendants mto ‘the court.hunse agam f

' today.

Df. Marcella Fierro, deputy chief
state nedical examiner, told the ju-
rors that Lawler died -of a crushed
skull about an hour after suffering 17
head wounds and cuts and brmses on
his forearms.

In other testimony today a “state
-erime laboratory examiner told the
jury that hair fragments discovered
on the bolt-cutters found by police in
Simons’ van in Fort Pxerce, ‘Fla.,
matched Lawler’s hair.

Simons and the Ballards -drove to
Florida in the van a day or two after
Simons told William ‘T. Kirby, a state
police informer, about the killing and
showed Kirby a newspaper article:
about the murder, according to other |
taumony .

1t ewdence_w,. v

At the defense lawyers’ :request
yesterday, Spain took tbe jurors.on.a
“tour of Lawler’s one-story home-ob a
cul-de-sac overlooking the James

| River about a block southwest of the

Boulevard Bridge.
After the tour, Kirby told of Simons

' boasting to him Jan- 3 about killing

Lawler.  Kirby, who admitted on
cross-examination that he had..a
criminal record, aiso testified that
Simons bragged again about the
Lawler killing as the two drove back
to Richmond from Fort Pierce, Fla,,
Jan 10-11

Kirby said that after Simons told
him about the killing the first time he
relayed the information to state po-
lice Investigator D.D. Garrett, who

.Dickenson went to Lawler’s home in” passed the leads on Lo Caudet

-Simons*-car to rob Lawler and Jeft -
‘thhagewelry‘box.accordmggowb
"mony‘atBanards'tnaL ST

After Simons first told him of the
killing, Kirby said, he led Simons to
believe he could line him up with “a
big job,” presumably of a criminal
nature, and one that would pay well.
Kirby said he did so in order to get
Simons to talk more about the Lawler
murder.

. Sinons’ talking with Kirhy and
-then with Gaudet led to the arrest of

- | Dickenson here and to the arrests in

Fort Pierce on Jan. 12 of the Ballards. |
~ Kirby also testified that Simons'
-said he had hidden a safe deposit box
-belonging to Lawler in woods behind
:‘Lawler’s home. The night of Jan. 11,
after their return to Richmond, Si-
mons directed him to the Lawler
'home, presumably to look for the de-
posit box, but.they left when another
car pulled up nearby, Kirby said.

|- Tipped off by the informer, Rich-

{mond detectives followed Kirby’s
car, and in court yesterday Gaudet
told the jurors the trailing of the de-
fendant back to the crime scene yield-
ed. “the probable cause” needed for
the arrest of Simons.

Detectives said they combed the

woods but never found a deposit box
 and believe Simons made the story up
‘in his bid to get the equally non-
existent “big job” Kirby bad told !nm
about.
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